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allusions are very obscure, very vague, very indefinite i while the-
term which is generally used for the verb " to create " implies
less creation, as we understand it, than transformation or meta-
morphosis. Nor is there, as far as my own researches teach me,
any definite statement as to the relations existing between this<
very shadowy Creator and the Tao. Some persons have hazarded
the theory that Tao and the Taoist Creator are identical; that
the Tao, in point of fact, is G-od. But this will not hold water.
Tao is impersonal and passionless, and in one sentence of what
we may call the Taoist Bible is spoken of in direct antithesis to
G-od. Then, again, the workings of Tao explain everything, so
that there is neither the room nor the r^ecessity for a Personal
Creator. In fact, the Taoist theory of Creation appears to me to
foreshadow in a very remarkable manner the latest conclusions
arrived at by scientific men in the present day. The nebulous
haze which Professor Tyndall regards as the source of all material
things, had a place in the philosophy of the ancient Taoists, who
spoke of the primordial aura that eventually underwent conden-
sation and concretion, and finally emerged in the form of solid
matter, with definite and various shapes. Evolution lay at the
root of Taoist cosmical science, and we find passages in HaeckePs
History of Creation which might have been written, word for
word, by any of the Taoist authors, passages which I would read
to you did the time at my disposal permit. The Taoist theory,
however, cannot be more ably or concisely summed up than in
the words of Lucretius : " Nature is seen to do everything of
herself spontaneously, without the meddling of the gods."

Fow according to the Taoist theory, man is to be regarded as
simply a part of the Univeise, an offshoot of creation, a mani-
festation, like everything else, of the universal and inherent Tao.
And this, be it remarked, is not a scientific or speculative opinion
merely. It is a powerful moral factor, inducing a resignation to
destiny and a submission to the laws of Nature which deserve our
respectful attention. Listen, for instance, to the following utter-
ances on the subject of Death. To the Taoist, Death was no King
of Terrors, but rather an inevitable and welcome change, a turn
in the wheel of the Universe, an event as natural as the fad-
ing of an autumn leaf or the succession of the Four Seasons.
"Poverty," says Lieh-tzu, "is the common lot of scholars, and
death is the end of us all. What cause for sorrow is there, then,
in quietly fulfilling one's destiny and awaiting the close of life ? n
" Death/* he says, in another place, " is to life as going away is to-
coming. How can we know that to die here is not to be born
elsewhere ? How can we tell whether, in their eager rush for life,,
men are not under a delusion ? How can I tell whether, if I die